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POLLING DISTRICT, POLLING PLACE, AND POLLING STATION REVIEW 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

 Local Authorities within the United Kingdom are required to undergo a compulsory 1.1

review of all Polling Districts, Polling Places, and Polling Stations within the district.  

Following the close of the consultation period, Members are asked to consider the 

outcome of a recent review and to confirm the designation of polling districts and 

polling places in the Maldon District. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

(i) That Members consider the proposed changes as presented at APPENDIX 2 

and APPENDIX 3 of this report; 

 

(ii) That where the proposed Polling District, Polling Place or Polling Station is 

considered unsuitable, Members are requested to suggest alternatives for 

consideration.  Members are to note, that these will need to be assessed for 

suitability by Officers prior to any changes being made. 

 

3. SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 

 

 Terminology  3.1
 

3.1.1 For the purposes of this report, it is important that Members understand the following 

terminology: 

 Polling District – an area created by the division of a constituency, ward or 

division into smaller parts, within which a polling place can be determined 

which is convenient to electors; 

 Polling Place – the building or location where the polling station is situated; 

 Polling Station – the room or area within the Polling Place where voting takes 

place. 

 

 Introduction  3.2
 

3.2.1 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 advises of the timings for 

compulsory reviews of polling districts, polling places, and polling stations.  The last 
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review was undertaken in 2014.  The current compulsory review must be completed 

by 31 January 2020. 

 

3.2.2 The purpose of a review is to ensure that all electors have such reasonable facilities 

for voting as are practicable in the circumstances, and that so far is practicable the 

polling places the Council is responsible for are accessible to all electors, including 

those who are disabled.  When considering the designation of a polling place, regard 

must be given to the accessibility needs of disabled persons. 

 

3.2.3 As part of the 2012 review, each existing polling place was visited to carry out an 

access audit, taking account of the needs of people with disabilities, as set out in the 

criteria formulated by the Electoral Commission.  A profile was prepared of each 

polling place, which included location maps and photo images of the actual polling 

stations, as well as other details such as dimensions, accessibility, mobile network 

availability and car parking. 

 

3.2.4 A large majority of our polling stations have adequate, if not, excellent facilities for 

electors with mobility problems.  However, it is necessary for us to provide some 

temporary access ramps in some locations on polling days, in order to bring them up 

to a satisfactory standard. 

 

3.2.5 The suitability and accessibility of polling stations continue to be monitored at 

election times both by the staff employed there and by Station Inspectors who will 

visit each station at least once during the day. 

 

 The Consultation Process 3.3
 

3.3.1 It is worth noting that the Council is responsible for conducting the review and not the 

Electoral Registration Officer nor the Parliamentary Returning Officer. 

 

3.3.2 The consultation consists of five stages: 

 A preliminary stage - giving notice of the review; 

 A proposal stage – proposals from the Returning Officer on any suggested 

changes; 

 The consultation stage – where the views of interested parties; 

 The conclusion stage – agreement by the Council on the final proposals; 

 The publication stage – giving notice of the outcome of the review. 

 

3.3.2.1 Following publication, if it is felt that the review process had not been conducted 

correctly, there is an appeal process where representations can be made to the 

Electoral Commission. 

 

3.3.3 Notice of the Review (APPENDIX 1) was published on the Council’s website on 30 

September 2019, which was followed with a press release; a copy of the proposals 

available for review was published on the Council’s website.  Consultations then 

begun with Members of the Council, Parish and Town Councils, and relevant 

Returning Officers, being approached with a request to make comment on the 

proposals outlined at APPENDIX 2 and APPENDIX 3 of this report. 
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3.3.4 The formal part of the review, the consultation stage, therefore has two elements.  The 

recommendations from the Returning Officer, and submissions from other persons 

including the Council’s own proposals. 

 

3.3.5 The Council is also required to consult widely on the review and seek out the views of 

interested bodies or groups.  These include local disability groups such as charities 

who have guides on access.  In addition, consideration must be given to the different 

types of disability that may make voting in person more difficult.  The Electoral 

Commission’s guidance stresses the importance of consulting those persons and 

bodies who have experience of assessing access for persons with different disabilities.  

These include local disability groups such as charities who have guides on access. 

 

3.3.6 The following persons or groups that have been approached are as follows: 

 MPs for Chelmsford, Maldon, 

and Witham; 

 Members of the European 

Parliament (MEPs) for the 

Eastern Region; 

 Maldon District Councillors; 

 Returning Officers for 

Chelmsford, Maldon, and 

Witham; 

 Local Political Parties; 

 Maldon District Council Staff; 

 Sometimes We All Need 

Support (SWANS); 

 Mid (Essex) Mind; 

 Disability Essex; 

 Essex Coalition of Disabled 

People; 

 Parish Councils. 

 

3.3.7 The consultation period ran until 1 November 2019. 

 

 Proposed changes and responses received from Consultation 3.4
 

3.4.1 Since 2014 the majority of polling stations used by the Council remain unchanged; 

however, as a result of problems faced during May 2019 with availability, renovations 

at certain locations, and feedback from staff we have had to review these stations and 

where appropriate consider alternative venues.  APPENDIX 2 and APPENDIX 3 of 

the report detail the Councils proposals. 

 

3.4.2 There has been a total of six responses received, copies of which have been placed in 

the Members’ Room.  None of the responses in question make reference to the 

arrangements regarding polling districts. 

 

3.4.3 The following responses were received during the consultation period.  Comments 

from Officers and further information on the Council’s recommendations are included 

below. 

 Burnham-on-Crouch (North) 

Ormiston Rivers Academy, Southminster Road, CM0 8QB: 

Polling Station Staff – advised that when working at the Ormiston Rivers 

Academy conditions were uncomfortable and that staff and students attempted 

to access the hall on several occasions. 

 

These concerns are acknowledged.  Two alternative venues have been 

suggested as polling places; Burnham Ramblers Football Club (FC) and St 
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Mary’s Primary School.  

 

Rooms at Burnham Ramblers FC are situated on the first floor (there are only 

changing facilities on the lower levels) and accessed by stairs.  There is neither 

a lift, nor stair lift, on.  There are concerns that this would disenfranchise a 

number of the electorate and therefore Burnham Ramblers FC is considered an 

unsuitable venue to use for a polling place. 

 

St Mary’s Primary School is small and busy, therefore, may not be able to 

accommodate a polling station.  We were advised by the Headteacher that the 

school would need to close for the day, which would require approval from 

their Board of Governors.   

 

Conclusion:  Alternative venues for polling places have been investigated and 

taking into consideration the concerns raised throughout the consultation and 

prior feedback.  It is recommended that, as there is currently no suitable 

alternative venue within Burnham-on-Crouch, that Ormiston Rivers Academy 

remain the polling place for Burnham-on-Crouch North. 

 

 Great Totham (North) 

United Reformed Church Hall, Market Hill, CM9 4QA: 

A Maldon District Councillor – advised that the location was considered 

suitable. 

 

Conclusion:  These comments are acknowledged and concurs with the 

recommendation to continue using the United Reformed Church as a polling 

station. 

 

 Langford and Ulting 

Langford and Ulting Village Hall, Maldon Road, CM9 4SS: 

A Maldon District Councillor - advised that the location was considered 

suitable. 

 

Conclusion:  These comments are acknowledged and concur with the 

recommendation to continue using Langford and Ulting Village Hall as a 

polling station. 

 

 Little Braxted 

The Braxted Bakery, Homefield House, Witham Road, CM8 3ET: 

A Member of the Public – advised that the location was easy to find, good 

parking facilities and was known to all residents. 

 

Concerns on the station had been fed back to the Council following the May 

2019 elections, which prompted Officers to visit The Braxted Bakery prior to 

consultation.  It was noted that whilst facilities are shared with the main café 

area, the function room is of an adequate size to accommodate the respective 

electorate, and any concerns regarding adequate lighting or temperature could 

be mitigated by the Council who has previously provided additional lighting 

and radiators at the site.  The location of the polling place is central within the 

polling district. 
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Conclusion: The comments are acknowledged, and in line with the 

recommendation that The Braxted Bakery continues to be used as a polling 

station. 

 

 Maldon (East) 

Maldon Stadium, Park Drive, Maldon, CM9 5JQ: 

Maldon Stadium was not available for the European Parliamentary Election on 

23 May 2019 due to there being a prior booking.  Due to the late notice, the 

Council used a temporary polling station at Blackwater Leisure Centre, which, 

whilst conveniently located, required a temporary ramp to be provided.  

Feedback from polling station staff suggested that the pre-fabricated building 

provided only met the basic requirements of a polling station. 

 

The proposed alternative to Maldon Stadium is Blackwater Leisure Centre.  

Officers have visited the leisure centre and confirmed that the dance studio 

would be made available for use as a polling station.  It offers the option of 

access through either double door to the rear of the building or via the main 

reception.  There is ample parking on site and suitable transport links.  It is 

noted that the mirrored wall along one side of the room may need to be 

covered to ensure the privacy of the elector.  The dance studio is situated in 

the same venue in which the count takes place.  To prevent any electors trying 

to gain access to the Polling Station via the main entrance, clear signage will 

be provided. 

 

Written correspondence has been received from Maldon Town Council, 

confirming that it has considered the recommendation to move the polling 

station to Blackwater Leisure Centre and has no concerns with the proposal. 

 

Conclusion:  These comments are acknowledged and concur with the 

recommendation to move the polling station to Blackwater Leisure Centre. 

 

 Mayland 

Henry Samuel Hall, Steeple Road, Mayland: 

Polling Station Staff – advised that when working at Henry Samuel Hall on 

poll day a number of complaints were made regarding access to the polling 

place, stating that it could be considered dangerous.  The hall itself was 

considered unpleasant and concerns regarding the condition of the site were 

expressed. 

 

These concerns are acknowledged.  It is noted that the Henry Samuel Hall will 

be undergoing renovation work, and, in the meantime, Lawling Park Hall has 

been suggested as an alternative Polling Station.  Following completion of the 

renovations an officer will be required to review the polling place to determine 

whether, following the renovations, it is suitable for use. 

 

Conclusion:  Until renovations at Henry Samuel Hall have been completed, 

and the polling place has been reviewed by an Officer, it is recommended that 

Lawling Park Hall is used as an alternative polling place in the interim. 
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1.1. Polling Places reviewed prior to consultation. 

 

1.1.1. Officers looked at the suitability of the following polling place following the 

completion of renovations: 

 

 Tolleshunt Major 

St Nicholas Village Hall (formally Church Rooms), Tolleshunt D’Arcy 

Road, CM9 8LN 

 

Following completion of renovations to the site, Officers conducted an 

inspection to determine whether the polling place continued to be a viable 

venue for a polling station. 

 

It was determined that while the site has very limited parking, there is the 

option to park down the road from the polling station.  The venue has suitable 

facilities, with the possibility of a second polling station being accommodated 

in an adjacent room however alternative storage for the furnishings would 

need to be sought. 

 

Conclusion – It is recommended that St Nicholas Village Hall continues to be 

used as the polling station for Tolleshunt Major. 

 

 Impact of the Review in respect of the 12 December 2019 General Election 3.5
 

3.5.1 It is suggested that changes to the Polling Districts, Polling Places, and Polling 

Stations within the district should come into force for all elections following the 

General Election on 12 December 2019. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

 It is recommended that no changes to the polling districts are made. 4.1

 

 Where an alternative polling place has been sought, a summary of the proposed 4.2

changes is listed below: 

 Burnham-on-Crouch North - Ormiston Rivers Academy remain as the 

polling place for the parish; 

 Little Braxted - The Braxted Bakery remain as the polling place for the 

parish; 

 Maldon North – the polling place be moved from Maldon Stadium to 

Blackwater Leisure Centre.  

 Mayland - The polling station at Henry Samuel Hall is moved on a temporary 

basis to Lawling Park Hall. 

 

5. IMPACT ON STRATEGIC THEMES 

 

 The Polling District, Polling Place, and Polling Station Review supports the Strategic 5.1

Theme of an Open and Transparent Organisation by enabling our electorate to carry 
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out their democratic right to vote in the easiest and most convenient manner. 

 

 This report also supports the theme of Efficient and Effective Engagement with 5.2

Businesses which was carried out as part of the consultation process. 

 

6. IMPLICATIONS 

 

(i) Impact on Customers – The purpose of the review is to ensure, as far as is 

reasonably practicable, the Council enables all the electors in a polling district 

to have reasonable facilities for voting.  The review is required to ensure that, 

as far as is reasonably practicable, polling stations are accessible to all 

electors, including those who are disabled.   

(ii) Impact on Equalities – This review supports the electorate of Maldon by 

ensuring they can carry out their democratic right to vote in the most 

accessible way possible. 

(iii) Impact on Risk – There is a statutory requirement to undertake regular 

reviews of polling districts and polling places. 

(iv) Impact on Resources (financial) – This review is required to look at the 

viability of polling districts, places and stations.  Whilst it is acknowledged 

that there could be an increase in the cost of the venues hired, especially when 

a temporary polling station is required, this is not something to be considered 

as part of this review when determining any changes. 

(v) Impact on Resources (human) – It is acknowledged that during an election, 

Council staff will be required to support the needs of the democratic process. 

(vi) Impact on the Environment – None identified. 

 

(vii) Impact on Strengthening Communities – This review supports the 

electorate of Maldon by ensuring they can carry out their democratic right to 

vote in the most accessible way possible. 

 

 

Background Papers:  

The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013; 

Representation of the People Act 1983, Schedule 1A; 

Reviews of Polling Districts, Polling Places and Polling Stations Guidance; The Electoral 

Commission; 

Consultation documents; 

Profiles of polling places; 

Comments received as part of the consultation. 

 

Enquiries to:  

Shelley Abel, Democratic Services Officer, shelley.abel@maldon.gov.uk 


